St. Peter Catholic Church

Gaudete Sunday
December 14th, 2025

Mass & Cfession Schedule

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

Mon., Wed., & Fri.
Saturdays

Tuesday

Thursday

Holy Hour (Thursday)
Adoration (Friday)

Holyday of Obligation

5p.m.

8:15, 9:45(Latin), &
11:30 a.m.

8:30a.m. & 11:15 am

8:30 a.m.
No Public Mass

7 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
9-11a.m.

8:30 a.m., 11:15 a.m.,
&7 p.m.

Confessions

Mon, Wed., Fri., Sat.

Thursday
Saturday

10 minutes after
morning Masses
7:30-8:30 p.m.
4-4:45 p.m.
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Parish Contact Information
(540) 675-3432

Pastor: Fr. Kevin Beres
pastorsaintpeter@gmail.com

Office Manager: Rachel Brooks (540) 675-3432

stpeterschurch@comcast.net

Cemetery: Fr. Kevin Beres (540) 675-3432

stpeterscemetery22747@gmail.com

Bulletin: stpeterparishbulletin@gmail.com
Deadline for bulletin submissions: noon Monday

Epiphany Catholic School (PK-8) (540) 825-9017
epiphanycatholicschool.org

Religious Education: Catherine Cobos
stpeterschurchRE@gmail.com

Parish Office Hours:
Monday, Wednesday, & Thursday
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

12762 Lee Highway, Washington, Virginia 22747
(540) 675-3432
www.stpeterparishva.org
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Mass Intentions and Feasts Prayers for the Sick

Gaudete Sunday Please pray for the following
(Readings: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 (7) Pss lll) parishioners and their relatives:
December 13 5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass Ellen Cameron + Elaine Viguerie
December 14 8:15 a.m. Alison Miserendino Nicholas Hovey

9:45 a.m. Pam Duca

11:30 a.m. For all parishioners )
Monday— Advent Weekday Jim Haley
December 15 8:30 a.m. Mary Ann Welch & Charles Welch + Lindy Klaus

11:15 a.m. Kathleen Butters Kathy Eggers

and Herbert Facchina+ Ronin O'Neill

Neil and Bernadette O'Heir
Leigh Sargent

Eileen Hawkins

Tuesday— Advent Weekday

December 16 Private Mass Teresa Sladky

Wednesday— Advent Weekday

December 17 8:30 a.m. John Delmare Ray Mifflin
11:15 a.m. Jennifer Casci Michelle Suess

Thursday— Advent Weekday Tara Cintorino

December 18 7:00 p.m. Noelle Miller & Joseph Miller+ Gabrielle Barros

Friday— Advent Weekday Stephanie DiNapoli
December 19 8:30 a.m. Cecilia Brooks

11:15 a.m. Charlie Kirk+

Saturday— Advent Weekday
December 20 8:30 a.m. Dr. T. J. Osborne+

Shirley Franey
Robert B. Beattie
Mike Cioffi

4 p.m. Confessions Baby Kevin

5:00 p.m. Vigil Mass Fred Duca Jerry Bowerman

Ministry of Mercy
“Growing in our Catholic Faith
through the Works of Mercy”
Christmas Wreaths Placed in the Cemetery - Wednesday, December 17: St. Peter’s will be
placing 30 Christmas Wreaths into our cemetery on Wednesday, December 17. If you would like
to join us in placing these wreaths, meet us at the cemetery at 11:00.

Polishing the Church Vessels — Friday, December 19: Everyone is invited to join us for
polishing the church vessels in the social hall on Friday, December 19, at 12 noon in
preparation for our Christmas liturgies.
Why Does the Advent Wreath We Light have One Pink Candle?: You may have noticed that
the vestments worn by priests to celebrate this Third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday,
meaning “joy”) and also the Fourth Sunday of Lent (Laetare Sunday, meaning “rejoice”) are rose
colored (not pink). This color represents not only the joy of the Advent season but also a time of
rejoicing during the penitential season of Lent, celebrating God’s gift of redemption and salvation.
On our Advent wreaths, there are four candles, three violet and one rose/pink. Today, on
this Third Sunday of Advent, the rose/pink candle is lit. With great joy, we anticipate the
celebration of the greatest gift God has given to us, his Son, Jesus, the Light of the World.
Ministry of Mercy Meetings — Monday, January 4, 2026: There will be no meeting on Monday,
December 15, due to two activities scheduled for this week. On Wednesday, December 17, we
will help put up Christmas wreaths in St. Peter’s cemetery, and on Friday, December 19, we will
polish church vessels. See details above. Our next meeting will be after the holidays.
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More Announcements

-Mending Hearts: Have you experienced a significant loss of a loved one? "Mending Hearts"
was formed by St. Peter's parishioners who share a similar sense of grief and loss. This
informal group meets monthly for friendship and support with a potluck at local vineyards. For
more information please reach out to moira.satre @gmail.com.

-The weeks before Christmas can be hectic and busy! To help us focus on what is indeed
important, a do-it-yourself retreat (33 Days to Morning Glory) will be offered. St. Louis de
Montfort, St. Maximilian Kolbe, St. Teresa of Calcutta and Pope St. John Paul Il have much to
teach us about Our Lady in this retreat. Retreat booklets will be provided at the entrance to the
church so that you can begin now and finish by Jan. 1, 2025. You will have to double up on
some days to end by the first of the new year. !f you have already engaged in this retreat in the

past, do it again for more blessings!

-John Paul Application Deadline - Monday, December 15th: Calling all 8th graders - John
Paul the Great's Priority Application Deadline is December 15th! If you are interested in
applying to Saint John Paul the Great Catholic High School, we encourage you to submit your
application by our priority deadline - Monday, December 15th. Let us know if you have
questions at 703-445-0246 or admissions @jpthegreat.org.

Potential & Current Catholic
Homeschoolers
Join the Fun!

New to homeschooling this spring
semester or a homeschool veteran? Would
you like your kids/teens (and you?) to build
lasting friendships? Look no further!
Mayflower Homeschoolers is a Roman
Catholic homeschool support group whose
mission is to build friendships while
building our Catholic Faith. We have a full
weekly schedule for ALL ages: field trips,
clubs, PE, works of mercy, including
quarterly teen dances! To top off all the
fun, we even offer 2 academic fairs and a
graduation! Inquire/Apply at
www.mayflowerhomeschoolers.org!

Upcoming Second Collections
December 14: Catholic Charities

December 21: St. Peter's Local Outreach
January 11: Building Fund and Maintenance
January 18: St. Peter's Local Outreach

"Are you the one who is to come, or should
we look for another?" (Matthew 11:2-3)

John’s question invites us to seek Christ’s
presence in our lives. If you feel a spark of joy in
serving others, God might be calling you to the
priesthood or consecrated life, sharing His healing
love as a shepherd. Listen closely to His voice.
Talk to your priest or reach out to the Vocation
Office at (703) 841-2514 or via email:
vocations@arlingtondiocese.org.

Pastor's Piece

Dear Folks,

Our Lord Jesus speaks of how there is no one greater than John the Baptist. By saying born of
woman He is speaking on the level of nature. John is the final culmination of the Law and the Prophets.
Thus his greatness. But once truth and grace have arrived in Jesus everything is transformed. Those who
receive the Sacraments become greater than the Law and the Prophets. May we always give thanks to
God for the great gift to be within the kingdom of heaven, His church.

God Bless!
-Fr. Beres
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